
•	 Nationally, approximately one in three people who experienced sheltered homelessness in 2017 were in families 
	 with children.1

•	 According to the 2018 Point in Time Count data from the Tarrant County Homeless Coalition, one in five persons 
	 (21%) in emergency shelter were under age 18.2

•	 According to the Tarrant County Annual Homeless Assessment Report, among families experiencing homelessness 
	 during 2017, 3 out of five persons in families using emergency shelters were children.3

	 o	 Among these children, one out of ten children were less than a year old (11.4%) and four out of ten children 
		  were less than 6 years old (44.6%).3 
	 o	 Between 2012-2017, 44-50% of children in shelter were under the age of 6 years (Figure 1).3 

•	 In 2017, among families experiencing homelessness in 
	 shelter, 70.3% of persons were family sizes of 3 people 
	 or more. Similar proportions were reported for years 
	 2012-2017 (ranging 63%-78%). In 2017, over a quarter 
	 (26.6%) were in family sizes of 5 people or more (Figure 2).3 

•	 Young children represent almost half of the children 
	 presenting in the shelter system in Tarrant County. 

•	 Young children experiencing homelessness are vulnerable 
	 for other adverse childhood experiences, including abuse, 
	 neglect, and exposure to violence.4
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For more information, contact Center for Transforming Lives at www.transforminglives.org or 817-332-6191


